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readers information respecting Spiritualism. experiences which 
| Mr. Smith had received in the company of Mrs Marshall and other 
media had well qualified him to become the Father of Spiritualism in 
England. 
The correspondence called forth by those little notios in the Family 
Herald induced him to issue the Spiritual Herald. This journal together 
| with the Yorkshire Spiritual Telegraph, published by Mr. Weatherhead, 
| of Keighley, Yorkshire, had the effect of causing much discussion on the 
subject of Spiritualism, and table-turning became a mania, although but 
| few people to this day know how to obtain communications by tmhle- 
| turning. The usual practice is simply to run round with the table, 
| either for exercise or amusement, and ‘ame the matter ends without uy 


howto obtain communications, with answers 10 
This success had the effect of banishing all unbelief 
after used to heal the sick. We 
each week free to all for ten 
American mediums 


| 1855, we discove 
mental questions. 
| from our minds. My wife was soon 


| wards lectured on the subj 
in London on Modern Spiritualism. A lady of the name « n 
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| the majority appeared to be petrified by such a startling announcement, 
| Mr. Home came to London in 1855, but his career is so well known 
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financial resources, it follow: vi that any remarks here would be altogether superfluous — Sass, 
promoted almost Eke te pergola px roles | _ B. P. Randolph also arrived at the same date, but his mediumistie 
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ther, means would be accumulated whereby a statement of | little notice, and shortly returned to America. In the autumn of 1856 
in its scientific and religious aspects, might be made in he reappeared in London, and was a most wonderful test medium and 
The publie mind is at present acutely awake to | trance speaker. We believe his equal has not appeared in England in 
iwaliszm; and with the Dialectical Report in one | °UF day ; as crystal seer and clairvoyant he was also good. We must now 
Ís in the other, backed by reason and experience, we | allude to his test qualities. The first time we saw him he described occa 
alism is literally invincible. rences that had taken place at our home, the day of the week, the hour 
rsfisld News notices at some length the lectures of Sunday. | of the day, and also the name of the spirit that gave him the informa- 
From the tone of the notice it is evident that the article would hare | tion. Inthe trance he answered mental questions very promptly. In his 
been an appreciative one had not prejudice and ignorance interfered. normal condition, we often, without apprising him of our intention, 
A local scribe, apparently, has communicated a badly written paragraph | 2sked mental questions; he would immediately take out his pocket-book 
on the Morley lectures to the Dewsbury Reporter. He down his 2d write, then show us what he had written, and say, “Do you know 
|; on by stating that the lectures could not be called a success, | 2»Ything about this?" and to our surprise we would discover an answer 
No, not a success for the opponents of Spiritualism; they were not | ' Our mental question. We have heard him in sceptical society ask for a 
intended so to be. | committee of seven, fourteen, or twenty-one persons to test his gifts, He 
| would guarantee that any questions they might ask should be answered, 
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_ M. A.—Not just so. The “curt ph" was dictated under the | would likewise give the exact conversation, word for word, that t i 
immediate influence of your lucid epistle; hence the necessary “ para- | place between any two individuals that ever lived upon earth, Should 
dox.” You cannot better the phrase “ blind and fatuitous,” with which | they be dead, he would follow them into it 3 S 
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“THE (SO-CALLED) SEAT OF THE SOUL” 
To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak, The 
Drar Sin,—Referring to the subject, “ The Seat of the Soul,” lately | and at 
: in Tur Mepium AND DavsnrAk, the following faet may p serious character, 
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arcus the close of the late American War, the Banner Light rere Netw piye pn 
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arm had been amputated, complained some time after the o ion of | next day to know 
insufferable pain in the severed limb—the hand, I think he described it There was no 
The limb was sought for, was found to have been in damp soil, | remarked, as 
and the hand to be cramped. The latter was i and the limb | counsel, a particular 
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not yet arrived y medical science, that the severed limb, retaining a as follows. 

portion of the “magnetic life" (magnetism) of the body, was still in | , The first letter 

sympathy with the latter, and made its condition felt by the patient. | {rom bis friend -— 

Jt would appear, then, that imlar anka MERE “ Dear Sir,-Enclosed I send s short statement which I bare 

perienced by persons who have undergone amputations, are mot | received from my friend as to that ense T mentioned to 
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unity, to test this question of magnetic rapport by reducing to | tenant with bis brother and sister, one of whom thereupon * 
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It is not assumed that this is the whole explanation of these mysterious seen. M» hod hanstaigno aene bani ae ME 
à There may be other causes, perchance spiritual (used in contra- | property, and was quite harmless ; and was perfectly conscious of Cae mature 
as to material) ones, in operation to produce them. and effeet of the inquieition, whicb was attended by able coumed on batis 
The ` Seat of the Soul” appears to mes wholly inaccurate expression. | sides (one now a judge), and the result was thet the ovmmisnomer 
How can that have a * sent" in any particular part of the buman frame | elared himself of opinion that » man who tat ne bad 
which is a complete counterpart in size and form of that frame? angels must be inssne; and, as the law recognised! so distinctio 
Andrew Jackson Davis and other clairvoyants long ago elucidated | a man of unsound mind capable x 
this fact. man of unsound mind meapable à 
One of the presiding spirits (Rev. Theodore Parker) at the Banner | must follow — the party be declared s lunatic, end the 
cf Light seances affirmed (I speak of some years past) —— i i z 
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A SPECIAL SERVICE AT CAVENDISH ROOMS. 


On Sunday evening J. Burns will deliver a Now Year's address, 
entitled “Old and New." It will include a review of Bible 
gpiritualism, with special reference to the mission of Jesus and his 
immediate successors, unfolding the real character of the “Gospel,” 
and indicating the features of “ Antichrist.” It is hoped that a full 
meeting will assemble, as the subject is one of unusual interest. 
The first hymn will be No. 51 in the Spiritual Lyre—tune, “Tho 
Old Hundredth ;" the second hymn, No. 118—tune, “ Ratisbon.” 


We regret that our notes of Mr. Morse's excellent address on 
«Mediums ” delivered on Sunday evening last have got mislaid, and 
so we are unable to give a report of it. 


Ox * Boxixa Day” we paid a visit to Mrs, Marshall, to hand 
her a slight “ Christmas box," which has been already acknow- 
ledged in the Mrprum. We found the old lady trim and well- 
looking, and enjoying the patronage of her old and fast friends, by 
whom she is much al eed She takes very goodnaturedly the 
remarks of a correspondent who, in his “Three Days amongst the 
London Spiritualists,’ animadverted in the Mrprum upon the 
character of the old lady's mediumship. She says it was all true 
what Elijah told him—that there would be a good harvest, that 
there would bo inundations, and that a royal personage would be 
spared, and she was certain the Prince of Wales would live and be 
a better man for it. ‘Lhe “ Word,” through Mrs. Marshall, was 
lind enough to express itself respecting our mission. She was 
impressed to speak in terms of commendation of what we had 
accomplished for Spiritualism, and that the means would in the 
future steadily ai us to enable the work to be carried on. Mrs. 
Marshall has been a visionary from her childhood, and was a 
practical Spiritualist before the adyent of the modern phenomena. 
She prophesied their appearance, and many other events in con- 
temporaneous history. A conversation with Mrs. Marshall is very 
interesting; but visitors should understand that she does not 
answer test questions, but gives utteranco to whatever the 
“Word” communicates to her ear. She spoke oracularly on 
several matters from that source while we remained with her. 
Her address is 29, Shirland Road, Bristol Gardens, near Warwick 
Road, Maida Vale. 


Miss Fowrkx's Seances will be again resumed, at 15, South- 
ampton Row, on Tuesday evening. Admission, 2s. 6d. Miss 
Fowler continues to give great satisfaction to private sitters, On 
Christmas isited Hampton Court Palace, and while the 
guest of a resident, gave a display of her powers which struck her 
host with feelings of astonishment. 


Tum visit of Messrs, Herne and Williams to the provinces has 
been postponed for the present, and their seances will be continued 
in London as heretofore, namely, at the Spiritual Institution at 
8 o'clock on Monday and Thursday evenings, and at their rooms, 
G1, Lamb's Conduit Street, on Saturday evenings at 7 o'clock. 
Those who would like a visit from these mediums should apply at 
once, that proper arrangements may be made, as such visits may 
be accomplished much more economically while the mediums are 
in the district. 

Axoruer Guosr Srory.—The denizens of a certain locality in Bishop 
Auckland have been considerably interested, if not alarmed, during the 
past few days by the report of a ghost haying been paying its midnight 

i the dwelling of a hard-working pitman. ‘The story, as related 
cordy,” is, that whilst seated in bed smoking his pipe, and look- 
o the bright fire which was burning, somo time about the witching 


ing int 
hour, he was startled by a sudden crash, as though some heavy weight 
had fallen on the chamber floor, and looking up he saw the joists 
vibrating. Just at this moment he heard a footstep on the stairs, as 
if some one was coming down; and presently a ghost, in the shape of 


a man attired in a blue shirt, stood before him. Its arms were long 
and thin, and its fingers like claws, and then it stood feinting as if 
about to mesmerise the petrified pitman, It then turned and went 
to a favourite bitch, with pups, which was lying in the corner near the 
fire, and these it minutely inspected. The apparition then went to a 
certain flag in the middle of the floor, at which it pointed significantly, 
and afterwards took down the clock and laid it on the flag, apparently 
to mark the spot, which the occupant of the room thought hid some 
dreadful tragedy, After this the supposed ghost looked pote ey 
into the burning fire for a moment, then put its head up the chimney 
and looked up. Suddenly it put up its hands as if about to dive, and 
turning on its heel took a flying leap right through the window, carry- 


ing away the frame and breaking the glass. The pitman, who had all | 


this time watched the visitor's manœuvres in a terrified state, rushed 
out of the house, and has not since gained courage to re-enter, but has 
had his furniture remoyed to safer quarters. It is said that a woman 
Was some time ago so terrified in the same house that she lost her 
reason,— Newcastle Chronicle. 

Wxsr Harrirroot.—An encouraging letter from Mr. Hull informs 
us that regular seances are held on Thursday evenings at his house. 
On a recent occasion spirit-forms were seen, and a spirit-hand took hold 
of a pencil on the table. Mr, F. Ellis was also entranced, and an 


address was given through Mr. Hull, who is a good trance-medium. | 


On another occasion the spirit spoke through him on the words, “ God 
is Lovo.” “John Elliotson " frequently controls Mr. Hull, 

Tum reporters of certain papers in Liverpool have been busying 
themselves of late interviewing the Spiritualists at their seances, and, 
as they state, simulating the phenomena, The form of spirit-inter- 
course at present in use in Liverpool is rather crude, and adapted only 
for the private circle, where congenial influences alone are present. 
These intelligent reporters do not understand this matter, and hence 
suppose that “ Spiritualism " is comprised in w| thag bare witnessed, 
: Our Liverpool friends are sadly too much addicted | nga show of 

fates, iddiet naking as a 
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PROPOSED DISCUSSION ON SPIRITUALISM, 
BzrwreN rue Rey. Joun Jones, or LIVERPOOL, AND THE 
Enprron or tau Menus, 

To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak. 


Sin,—I have to thank you, in the interests of truth, for your offer of a 
column of space in your weekly journal for the discussion of Spiritu- 
alism from my stand-point., 

I could accept such an offer better than many of my brethren, 
who to a large extent ignore the reality of the supernatural in spiritu- 
alistic phenomena, and who regard you and others as tricksters only. 
The only point at issue between me and yourself is this,—Are tho 
spirits who control the mediums part good and part evil, or are they 
evil altogether? The latter is my firm and deliberate conviction; the 
former, of course, is yours. 

Now, the arguments with which to sustain my theory I can only 
derive from the Bible. If you, on the other hand, accept the Bible 
also as the basis of discussion, then it will become a question of inter- 
pretation of certain passages bearing on tho question ; but, as a prelimi- 
nary condition, the authority of the Bible should be accepted on both 
sides; for otherwise, if my interpretation should be fairly and logically 
against Spiritualism, you escape by the loophole that apostle and seer 
are only fallible theorists, and, consequently, of no authority. The 
discussion, therefore, would end in nothing; and as you ignore the 
divine inspiration of the Bible, I must decline your offer. 

I will only add that I shall continue to watch with anxious concern 
the progress of this “ new religion,” believing, as I do, in the sincerity 
of its advocates and in the reality of its phenomena, and deeply con- 
vinced that it will do more to delude and ruin immortal souls than 
anything that has arisen in the world for centuries past.—I am, Sir, 
Tepe yours, Jous JoxEs. 

Anfield Road, Liverpool, December 18th, 1871. 


To the Rev, John Jones, Liverpool, 

Rey. Sin, —We thank you for the above, and, in doing so, inform you 
that we accept the spiritualistic phenomena as a natural development of 
human existence—a necessity of man’s spiritual being, and, as it appears 
amongst us at present, a repetition of that which has been formerly 
visible amidst numberless peoples and ages. One of the first maxims in 
our religious code is, Judge not; hence we call none of God's children 
* evil," or prefer one development of His infinite presence to another. 
We leave Him to decide as to what is best for us to come in contact 
with, and, in humble confidence in His goodness and mercy, we strive to 
learn the lesson He desires us, from those whom you style “evil,” as well 
as from those who merit your smile. 

We are exceedingly willing to discuss the question, using the Bible asa 
basis, asking no questions as to its divine inspiration, as Spiritualism 
precludes us from limiting the divine nature to any special channel, or 
supposing the possibility of its being withheld from any part of the 
universe; but as you and ourselves purpose to discuss, we must be allowed 
to use our reason upon the subject in hand, and, acknowledging our 
fallibility, we must, at the same time, employ the talents God has given 
us, or prove unworthy servants. We are ready, Sir, to prove that 
Spiritualism is the oldest and only religion, and that it has been the 
means of introducing all the knowledge and enlightenment on religious 
matters with which humanity is at present blessed. Your forthcoming 
papers on the subject will be eagerly looked for, and kindly and 
candidly considered, as, in the interests of truth, we do not intend to 
allow you to make use of the “loophole” you have so conveniently 
kept in reservation for yourself. Besides, in the fixing of terms it is 
necessary for us to observe that we have not only to take the testimony 
of the Bible into account, but the facts of the day, or, if you please, the 
broad question of spirit-communion and manifestation generally. 

In the name of Jesus we also beg to observe that your shifting of the 
merits of the case upon your personal views respecting the Bible is 
rather beside the question. Do not let us divert our attention from the 
“chief cornerstone"— Jesus and his gospel—upon which, as Spritu- 
alists, we intend to build in this diseussion. Perhaps you will consider 
this even more definite than a belief in the divine authority of the 
Bible. One thing ata time. After we have discussed to our mutual 
satisfaction the question of spirit-communion, we shall only be too glad 
to take up the cognate one of inspiration and divine revelation. 

The frank, kindly, and unreserved discussion of these great themes is 


the want of the age. We rejoice that we have found a gentleman of 
your profession willing to entertain the duty of doing so, and we beg 
you most distinctly to understand that we are not particul 

terms, and will place no obstacle in the way of the dis 
consummated, 

May we also, in concluding these preliminary observations, be allowe 
to state that it will be very desirable to eliminate all person: 
inuendo from the high and important work before lrea 
have taken the liberty of thinking for us, judging us, a 
us as unworthy of your notice on the question of “d 
You have likewise taken the trouble to denounce Spir 
must proceed on a basis of facts and logical argumen 
therefore thank you to abstain in your forthcoming pape 
introduction of such irrelevant matter, es, however hi 
personally, we put no value whatever upon your unqu 
characterising individuals or movements. 

With mueh esteem, we are fraternally yours, 


d 


Tus Mepiex. 


Tnis is the best time to subscribe to the Benner of L 
it will be sent for fifty-two weeks toany address in Brit 
and Claflin’s weekly is given with it gratis for 1872. 
wil be incurred in mailing them to this country. 
are received at the Progressive Library. The Barner is the oldest 
spiritualistio paper in the world, and is well worthy of ihe attention of 
English Spiritualists: many of whom are already well acquainted with 
its sterling merits. 

Last wees, in our report of Mr. Robson's seance at Mrs. Makdougall 
Gregory's, an omission was made. It should have been stated tbat 
En 2 lium, in addressing Miss Poyntz, was under the control of Men- 


i. For lds. 
Woodbull 


Xf these or 
le for the facts or 
brief, to give à faithful 
t h who cannot 
lace, he benefit of the kd 
Me December 22. 


ing been entranced, 


cree of matter different to 
es on every earth so far as its 
gross, and in others 


if there is any de 
A, Matter vari 


4. In some it is more Sa 
ad is ever mind: spirit is ever spirit. Being 
comes in contact with, it 


e forms of matter it 
lly in different forms. ae s 
ter and spirit are identical —that spirit is simply 
lition of matter. Ona former occasion you have said 


power of thoug 
Methinks there ] p 1 
material universe around us is an emanation from tho 
it or mind, itself diffused, becomes condensed 
ress our idea of the outward 


into matter. We use this word to exp € o ar 
visible form of the divine mind; the essential wo designate as spirit. 
latte i itself to spirit, and then again 


inually sublimating and a 
r There is also another point in connection 
with the subject we have referred to, We have ever taught, and still 
adhere to our former teaching, that mind is the distinctive operation of 
the universe: it is power operating through and by this visible element 
called matter, whieh is a condensation of the spirit of the divine mind. 
Q. We Sud that matter is self-conscious when it 
form of the human organisation. F 
previous state, or is the divine mind sim 
realm of matterit is automatic, Matter is t 
the forces of being, and varies in form infinitely. 
th out the universe. 2 ` 
Q. Has the divine mind other and higher qualities than those which 
we attribute to it in connection with its automatic action on matter ?— 
A. We cannot understand the higher prineiples of the divine mind 
while we are in this inferior condition; hence it is to be 
— that we can unfold the higher attributes of the deific mind. 
Since spirits have their own ideas the same as mortals, does not 
the introducing of their theories make it more difficult for us to arrive 
at absolute truth?—A. Absolute truth is a thing scarcely attainable. 
The only truth that we possess is that we exist—that to us is an absolute, 
vien J iable truth. The next undeniable truth to us is that there are 
means for us to exist; all other truths, therefore, are to us but relative. 
Hence the opinions and theories of spirits, instead of preventing us from 
arriving at absolute truth, act in a contrary direction. They give usa 
wider range of facts—give usa greater sphere for practical experience 
naar Re ai thus enable us to approach nearer to the great 
Source of absolute truth. 


e asing into matter, 


e outward mani 


JAMES DAVIES. 


s it to 
is so real, so natural, that I can sometimes scarcely believe that 


anh n through the change. My sensations on dying were to me 
It was sinking into a black darkness that I could neither 


X wes nor penetrate. 
Bt. Paul's Road, Canonbury, Islington. 
Q. What was the matter with your side? (The medium kept press- 


ing his hand on his left hip, and bending to that side.) —A. I had a touch 
rheumaties. 3 


8, 


A SEANCE WITH MISS FLORENCE COOK. 
To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak. 


_Sm,—On Saturday evening last, the 9th inst., I had the pleasure of | 
sitting in seance at the family circle of Mr. H. Cook, of 6, Bruce Villas, | 
Eleanor Road, Hackney, E.; his daughter, Miss Florence Cook, being | 


the medium. As the result of the sitting showed considerable pro- 
gress in the development of this young lady’s mediumship, probably 
many of your readers would gladly peruse a short account of the 

Six of us—four ladies and two gentlemen—formed the usual circle 
at about half-past eight, and the seance was opened by one of the 


ladies reading a portion of Scripture, in the course of which numerous | 


affirmative tilts of the table were given. The gas was then turned out 
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t the office of | 


Tien-Sien-Tie replied to the | 


o what we | 


ht. How do you account for the | 
has been a misconception of our | 


f 
| 


j 


has assumed the | society 
Is matter self-conscious at any | early by ap 


ly automatic ?—A. In the | by Messrs. 
E ifestation of | to. be seated, and I sat down on the sofa at the door in- 


Mind is the same | lo, the controlling-spirit gave evident signs of d 


My name was James Davies, I lived at | 


by request cf the spirit-guides, and a hymn sung, when each of us was | 


with the spirit-hands, which varied in size from those of a 


child toa man. I observed that the temperature of the hands differed, | 


in some cases being as warm as my own, and in others quite cold. We in a dying hour?" 
were directed not to clasp the hands, as it would, in the present seriously answered. 
of the medium's development, injure her. Various articles were much can be derived froma firm belief in spiritual teachings. 


ing, while the unmistakable progress in Miss ; 
lopment is a source of encouragement to all Ex. 


various phases of spiritual manifestations. pi: 
In conolusion, I may observe that she has been a re r ali 
at the “developing circle” of the “ Dalston periere 
into Spiritualism” sine the formation of the 
September last, and we are assured by the spirit-zui 
tings have materially accelerated the development of 
would urge the wisdom of family circles being fi 
elements for success usually exist for more rapidly d 
than in mixed circles; es ( that while in course of de 
mediums should abstain from sitting in other circles 
advised by their good spirit-friends.—I am, Sir, 


fully, 
74, Navarino Road, Dalston, E, December 11th, 


thas ^x, 


AN EMPHATIC SPIRIT, 
To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak, — 


Siz,—You have frequently alluded in your pub 
and annoyance caused at circles and sorina low, 
but it was only so recently as Friday night last that 
of witnessing anything of the kind that might be 
ordinary. It occurred in this way:—I inti 
throw open this place, * the Assembly Rooms,” 


tween the Spiritualists and the Young Men’s Christian, l 
be resumed and continued ; and in consequence of this, we, 
Society of Spiritual Inquirers, were favoured by a visi 
Meredith, Chapman, and Woods, with whom we talked 
over, and had a sitting together—and they kindly invited 
to make Reed i the final arrangements. 
ointment to 6, Stafford Street, and found t 
Wilson, Chapman, and Meredith. I was po 


"EX 
contortions, which appeared plainly enough to be lirected 
understood so, too, by all present. ^ In vain it was urged I 
invited from a kindred association, that my business was 
object of which being to uphold and sustain the truth of Spiri 
Still it menaced me furiously, and insisted, by direct | Laurus 
sence was a violation of the rules. It reminded me very forcib an 
incident told me by one of the gentlemen present, who stated that, at a 
private circle where one of the rules prohibited swearing, the 3 
the house topping unguardedly to let slip a alight fath, the table 
struck him with such force that he was cut above the eyes. AI 
withdrew from the room, rejoicing I had escaped with a whole skin. | 
have known hands to be ordered off the table, but never anything in mp — 
ienee to parallel this manifestation. ! 
was determined not to hazard my person there again, but to return 
to my residence, although desired not to do so; but meeting with one 
or two who took part in the debate now about to be resumed, I was de- 
tained until a gentleman came out to look for me, and meto 
return with him. I did so, and found the room well filled, and tbe — 
table moving with considerable rapidity without noticing my presence, 
and delivering this m. e: Pray to God to open your eyes.” With 
this I was quite delighted, as I felt it to be most appropriate. I believe —— 
also, as I know the spirits can answer mental questions, that they, ob- 
serving my mind, were pleased too, for almost immediately after [ was 
selected with three others to join the cirele ; and thus the seance, ushered 
in with bluster and storm, terminated in a delightful calm. 

What a contrast is presented in the two spirits described ! The first 

| assuming the tone of an absolute despot, worthy of a Nero and dictat- 
| ing like a pope, the latter in the attitude of entreaty, and poin 
| the path of duty—the one kicking up a rumpus with over-fastidious 
about the rules which we appear to think infallible, and without excep- 

tion—like the laws of the Medes and Persians—which cannot be altered, 

disturbing the unanimity of the audience, while the other directed his 

| efforts to elevate and soothe their minds, and to promote general bar- 
mony. 

d fine, Mr. Jones, my neighbour, would, no doubt, denominate the 
turbulent spirit a demon, while I am of opinion it inhabited at no vey 
| distant date a policeman’s uniform, and has not yet cast off its earth- 

notions, or laid aside the magisterial authority so frequently put in 
| practice by the civie foree.—I am, Sir, yours, Åc., Gro. Brows. 
| 32, Kirkdale Road, Liverpool, 19th December, 1871. 

Please to notice the weekly meeting of the society is held on Tuesday. 

the discussion on Thursday nights. 


SPIRITUAL COMFORT. 
To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak. 
Tt has often been asked, “ What good will Spiritualism do for a p 
This is a momentous question, and ought to bè 
Observation and experience us that yer 
Spiritual- 


taken from the hands of the sitters and handed to others as requested. | ism is not what some are content to make it, namely, a plaything îor 


‘My hat, with a woollen comforter in it, was brought from a side table, 


where I had secretly placed it in the dark, when the former was placed | Those derive but little of the good it is designed to do for us, 


the head of a lady, while the latter was thrown over my shoulder. 


communication was made pre 
of the sitting, and although darkness prevailed in the room, 


d above our heads several times. The seance was one of the 


u 
Other articles were in like manner brought from the side table and | conditions of man’s higher wants and spiritual eravi 
thrown upon that at which we were sitting. The spirit-friends pro- lates those wants and moves divinity within us, cau 
mised they would shortly be able to allow of our grasping their hands, | earnestly to crave after immortality and eternal | 
and they also intimated that they would soon speak with the direct | believer in Spiritualism and its teachings has a positive a 
voice. The raps throughout the sitting were peculiarly loud and dis- | blessed hereafter, which in the hour of death remains to comfort the 
tinet, rendering various communications with wonderful facility. A | soul and illumine its passage to eternity. ‘The true Spiritualist who 
the medium during the | believes and knows that spirits return to earth to hold communion with 


nt and satisfactory which I have had the pleasure of attend- | sweet peace within its borders. He looks upon it as but casting 9 


the hour, or investigating it for the mere gratification of the marvellous 


s equal to the 
it even stimu- 
the soul more 
E r sincere 
iranee of à 


Spiritualism, considered in its higher phases, has 


their friends, realises such an assurance of a future existence as cannot 


the writing was perfect, and the spaces between each line | be explained so well by any other philosophy. Yes, they bear witness 
regular. The strength with which the spirit-hands clasped my own | with our souls that they appear ii hold sweet communion with us 
in several. instances considerable, lifting mine up and thrusting | They tell us of their happiness, and describe the beauties of the samme 
d upon the table. The two speaking tubes were readily land, of the mansions, and of everlastin 

about the room, tapping the different sitters on the head, face, | Jesus said to his disciples, * Lo, I am wih 
da with perfect freedom. At the close of the sitting the table | spirit-friends ever with us. ‘The word “departed,” 


t 
progress in the spheres 
you alway.” So are our 
then, has no mea” 


To the Spiritualist inh on 


ing—farewell tears need not be shed. 


7 


R 


TT 29, 1871. 


the vale, 
fo conduct them to an ev 
apd a medium, was comf 
with bright spirits, as instance Moses and Elias on the Mount of 


bofall him at Jerusalem, Mo comforted bis disciples with Spiritualism. 
He promised that they should have his own Spirit to comfort them and 
to tell them all things, and even remain unto the end of the world. 
10, Dunkeld Street, Liverpool. J. Cuarsax. 
PSYCHICISM v. SPIRITUALISM. 
To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak. 

Sin, — his undoubtedly is an age of discovery, and scientists say that 
they bave discovered a new force inherent in man’s nature. ‘This they 
all a “ Psyehie force.” When scientific men are unable to account for 
any unusual phenomena they are not backward to invent a new word as 
mysterious as the phenomena themselves, Metapbysicians have not yet 
decided what Mind is; they hold various views on that subject. ‘The 
seience of the human mind they call Psychology, and scientists who do 
not like to appear too credulous consider that “Spiritualism” has 
something to do with the human mind. Sir William Hamilton attempts 


thought.” Dr. Carpenter, another great authority, attributes it to 
* unconscious cerebration "- 
and, to my 
footste 
tbat 


ify the subject more and more, Mr. Crookes treads in the 
o of Sir W. Hamilton and Dr. Carpenter, and attempts to prove 
ent thought” and “ unconscious. cerebration " are possessed of 
mech force ; this he terms a “ Psychic force.” Would it not have 
been bett l more appropriate had he called it a Mystic force f I 
see, by the perusal of various works upon this subject, tbat scientifie 
men are unwilling to be called * Spiritualists," Some of them believe 
in what they have seen, and therefore prefer to be called “ Psychics.” 
To mystily the subject and puzzle the community a little more, 1. pro- 
pose that they who believe in what they have seen, doubt what th 
have beard, and are unwilling to be convinced, be called Psychic 
and their new creed or religion “ Psyehieism," their principal doct 
being called the “ Doctrine of Psychologisation”—i.e., that something, of 
which they k y 
individual into dead and inert matter, and thereby cause dead and inert 
watter to be more intelligent than man, and also be able to read the 
theughts of the Psychic medium, and even tell you wbat she never 
ht. "The articles of their belief are something like the following :— 
I believe in nothing but what is cognisable by my five senses, and 
y in a part of what is cognisable by those said five senses, 

2nd, I believe in table rapping and moving, with hands placed lightly 
on, and that by so doing we can obtain intelligent communications. 


| 


| 


in some inexplicable manner from the individuals present, and therefore 


we consider it a material force, which, not to show our ignorarce of 
(— nowmena, we term “ Psyehie force.” 

Ath, I believe that this “Psychic force" shall yet paychologise the 
.. Whole world, and that it was by this force thes ES Ae. said he could 


move the earth ; and I also believe that we Psychie scientists deserve 
the praise of all mankind for this great discovery. 

oth, We also believe that at some future time this “ Psychic force” 
will supersede steam power, and tbat electricity shall be as nothing in 
comparison to it. ‘That as soon as we have psyehologised all mankind, 
then, and not until then, will commence he Millennium; none will 
dare to do evil for fear of annibilation—or think evil, for we shall know 


their thoughts.-Yours respectfully, Joux ruses. 
Gateshead, December 4, 1871. 


A DISCUSSION AT BROMSGROVE. 

To the Editor of the Medium and Daybreak. 

Dear Sur,—On Wednesday evening, December 20th, the Bromsgrove 

Mutual Lioprovement Association held a discussion on the subject of the 

“Origin of the so-called (*) Spiritual Manifestations.” ‘Lhe chair was 
occupied by the President, B. H. Sanders, Esq. 

The debate was opened by Mr. E, Humphreys, who referred the 

phenomena to natural causes, relying chiefly on Dr. "s theory of 

“unconscious muscular action.” Tn support of his argument he 


4 


largely from the recent article in the Quarterly Review, but n 
- not occupy the strongest position, nor did he advance amy new 
"ores. 
Mr. H. Jones rext spoke. He refuted the “natural”: uk 
endeavoured to establish the Satanie origin of the pheno 
arguments were founded on the views of the Rev. John Jones, of 
Liverpool, whose recent sermon he frequently referred to. a. 
of the supernatural character of the pheno hoge vf 
of direct spirit writing and. painting, i which D 
not possibly account, t spoke of the ' 
Lualisum, mentioning the " * of 
ris, Mrs. Woodhull, and 
| more | 1 


omforted in his last hours by sweet communion | 


‘rravaliguration, when they spoke to him of his death and what would | 


to settle the question of “ Spiritualism” as being the result of ** latent | 


another term to convey the same meaning ; | 


know nothing but call mind, can be thrown from a living | 


| las! 
3rd, I also believe that the said intelligent communications proceed | me 
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E ment of Desh and blood to enter more freely on the work of | ** natural” theory was nearly disposed of. In passing, howeve 
guler E progress, But never, perhaps, will he realise so much the | of the unreliability and laor of the decis E pe ar 
e and fact as a a is said, Lees the lust, pulse is fluttering, | remarks on railways cited in No, B8 of the Mumun by Mr. Glodstanes, 
Men the heart » tbrob is ^ crm pari en gas "ne and struggling in | As regards the “Satanic” theory, Mr, Jones pranah, d a false position 
«pangs of expiring morta es MA, then y the qe c by assuming the Satanic charactor of Spiritunlimn, and then bringing 
^ gates of immortality SM p pina, and ny soul catch a g impse forward texts condemning Salamio mot spiritual intercourse. The 
tf the gorgeous beauty of death. : any, 1 believe, by impressions and |“ internal evidences” of Spiritualism, as evinced in the. messages given, 
gthorwise, m their last moments have experienced spiritual comfort | entirely refuted the supposition of demon agency, and I gave instances 
from their dear onea waiting to assist them through tbe mystic river to | from Robert Dale Owen's “ Footfalls on the Boundary,” Barkas's 
bright shores of spirit-life. . We have listened to many bright | “Outlines of Ten Years’ Investigation,” &e., in support thereof. I con- 
jrits who have given their experience, deseribing their passage through | tended that it was manifestly unfair to judge the immense body of 


Spiritualists by the utterances of certain individuals among them. 
answered his other remarks by passages from the 1 

In conclusion I expressed a hope that my rane A might be the means 
of inducing everyone to give the matter a fair investigation, which 
would lead to the discovery of the truth of the matter and improve 
our own moral as well as spiritual characters. ‘The chairman then 
reviewed the various arguments and placed them before the meeting 
in a thoroughly impartial manner. The decision took me by surprise, 
for, on counting, I had a majority of one over the “natural” secede 
the Satanic theory being literally * nowhere." 

In conclusion, I beg to tender my sincero thanks to Mr. Burns for 
pamphlets, and to express my obligation to “Vindex” for the able 
arguments I borrowed from his work on “ Spiritualism v. Satanism.”—I 
remain yours truly, Ensest. 

P. S.—Will Mr. Gledstanes please give date and vol of Quarterly 
Review containing the remarks on railways to which he refers? 

London House, Bromsgrove, December 22nd, 1871. 


I 


| mphlet by * Vindex." 


Srnrrvanis ix Nonwrci—Spiritualism is making good progress in 
Norwich, and is being carefully investigated, by many earnest inquirers, 
‘Lhe parsons of the city, however, appear inclined to view it as a hostile 
cause, and are giving it a bad name whenever and wherever they have am 
f opportunity. On Sunday morning last, the Rev. Mr. Barrett, the lead- 
| ing Congregational minister in the city, took an opportunity of alluding 


| to it, having taken for his text the passage of sempture in which Elisha 
land his servant saw themselves protected by borsemen and chariots 
lof fire. ‘Lhe reverend gentleman has evidently no decided opinion 
| upon the subject, although he leans to the theory that it is the work 
lof the Devil. Twelve months back he expressed his opinion that Pro- 
| fessor Faraday bad bit upon the true explanation of & led spiritual 
manifestations; but he bas now evidently advanced a st 
inclined to follow in the wake of the Kev. Mr. Jones. He ba 
| mised his congregation a sermon upon the Devil, and it is hoped he will 
definitively settle the question as to whether that personage is possessed of 
| horns, a tail, and donkey's feet. ‘Che sermon, althoug intended as a 
hard hit at Spiritualisin, had only the effect of inducing several ef his 
congregation to forsake his chapel at night in order to investigate the 
| matter Tor themselves, and some new converts weremade. ‘This investi- 
gation did more to disprove the Satanic theory than all the reverend 
| gentleman's eloquence rad done to prove it. We now want a few good 
lectures upon the subject to stir up the people and awaken a further 
| interest in it. Already many of the reverend gentleman's congregation 
are Spiritualists, 1 
Pisuor AUCKLAND,—À remarkable instance of levitation was exhibited 
at the eirele held at Mr. Fawcett’s, Gibbon Street, on "Thursday night 
t. ‘Lhe controlling powers have many times — to lift the 
dium, Miss Faweett, but have not been ableto accomplish their desire, 
| either through her excessive timidity or a want of power im the eirele, 
| On this occasion, however, better results were obtained. The chair on 
| which the medium sat was lifted entirely off the ground several times, 
| and afterwards she herself was raised bodily on to the table and thea 
| placed back in her chair, while ber hands were beld by the two sitters 
| on each side. ‘These two persons had to stretch their utmost beight, 
| which shows that the medium's body and limbs were extended while the 
| lifting took place, and mot bent as in climbing. ‘This explanation is 
| due, as these phenomena took place in comparative darkness. The table, 
| however, was moved, rappings were heard, and other exhibitions of 
| spirit-power given in the light, — 1t is felt that, in addition to the usual 
most excellent and useful physical manifestations produced at this ci rele, 
| only a good trance-medium is wanted to make it a full and complete 
success. ‘Loo much gratitude cannot be rendered to Mr, and Mrs. 
Fawcett and their family for their fearless avowal of these truths.— 


December lith, 1871. , 

ULERKENWELL.—On or A evening, January the 4tb, Mr. J. 
Burns will deliver a lecture for the St. Jobn's Association of Y wem 
7, Corporation Row, Clerkenwell, on. * Spirit Paintings and Drawings, E 


illustrated by sj of trance-paintings, direct drawings and 
writings, spirit- hs, Qo, &e. Doors open at eight o'clock ; 
lecture to nce at 8. Admission free, 
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N ee an CALCULATED, Questions A nawered, and Advice 


Aa HERNE and WILLIAMS, Henrr-Mibpiiws, beg 
inform investigators that they are at home daily to give private 
seances from 10 am. to 6 o'clock p.m. They are also open to receive 

ments for private seances in the evening, either at home or at 
the residences of investigators, Address, 61, Lamb's Conduit Street 
Foundling, W.C. f 
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